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JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER AS A TYPE. 


OHN D. ROCKEFELLER is one 
of those men whose mention in the 
newspapers is almost invariably 

coupled with an estimate of his wealth. 
The fact that he has frequently given 
a million dollars as a New Year's gift 
to Chicago University is usually added 
to illustrate the vastness of his re- 
sources, That his entire fortune ex- 
ceeds $100,000,000 there seems to be 
no reason to doubt, and some writers 
place the figure at double that, but any 
estimates on this point are almost 
wholly conjectural. However, this 
popular habit of counting the number 
of figures in a man's reputed fortune is 
a bad one, for the reason that the man 
himself is apt to be lost sight of. z 

In more aspects than one John D. 
Rockefeller may be viewed as personi- 
fying the genius of his age. He it was 
who demonstrated an apparent contra- 
diction—that monopoly, while enrich- 
ing its organizers, may at the same time 
benefit the public by lowering the price 
ofa product. And his rule of cutting 


down every possible expense in order 
to reduce the cost to the consumer 
proved to be a sound business policy, 
because cheapness meant more mar- 
kets. Thus to-day the Standard Oil 
Company, which he helped organize, 
and of which his brother William 
Rockefeller is president, furnishes pe- 
troleum not only to America and Eu- 
rope, but also to such impoverished 
races as the natives of North China and 
the islands of the Pacific. Kerosene 
lights the world because it is the cheap- 
est illuminant in the world. 

But not only does John D. Rockefel- 
ler stand for the spirit of organization 
and conquest which dominates the 
commercial world of this period. He 
also represents in a conspicuous degree 
the spirit of magnificent philanthropy 
which goes far toward redeeming our 
age from a charge of materialism. His 
gifts during the last five years to the 
Chicago University have attracted 
great attention, yet they are not his 
only benefactions. It is said that, like 
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the Jewish patriarchs, Mr. Rockefeller 
consecrates a tithe of all his increase 
to some unselfish end. He also em- 
ploys a confidential agent whose duty 
it is to investigate all appeals for char- 
ity, and recommend the worthy. The 
fact that so much of Mr, Rockefeller’s 
fortune is devoted to the cause of edu- 
cation would seem to indicate that, like 
many other students of philanthropol- 
ogy, he has come to the conclusion that 
the greatest and most enduring results 
are to be gained by properly training 
the young. 

John Davison Rockefeller was born 
at Richford, Tioga County, N. Y., on 
July 8, 1839, and is therefore in his 
fifty-seventh year. In 1853 his parents 
removed to Cleveland, O., where he 
entered the high school at the age of 
fourteen years, and after two years’ 
diligent work left the school, and 
entered the forwarding and commis- 
sion house of Hewitt & Tuttle in 
that city. He remained with this firm 
some time, and then went into the 
same line of business for himself. He 
was then not quite nineteen years of 
age, and the firm was known as Clark 
& Rockefeller, the other member being 
Morris B. Clark. 

As early as 1860 the firm, in connec- 
tion with others, established an oil re- 
fining business under the name of 
Andrews, Clark & Co., and in 1865 
Mr. Rockefeller and Mr. Andrews 
bought out their associates in the oil 
refining business and established the 
firm of Rockefeller & Andrews. After- 
ward Mr. Wm. Rockefeller was made a 
member of the firm, which then opened 
offices in Cleveland and was known as 
Wm. Rockefeller & Co, 

Shortly after this the New York 
house of Rockefeller & Co. was found- 
ed, for the purpose of selling the prod- 
ucts of their various refineries. Two 
years later all the refining companies 
were consolidated, under the name of 
Rockefeller, Andrews & Flagler, Mr. 
Henry M. Flagler having been taken in- 
to the partnership. This firm was suc- 
ceeded in 1870, three years afterward, 
by the Standard Oil Company of Ohio. 

Mr. Rockefeller has none of the airs 
commonly attributed to self-made men. 


JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER AS A TYPE. 


He cares little for the follies of society. 
His wife, who was a Miss Spelman, a 
school-teacher of Cleveland, is like- 
minded, ‘They are earnest Christian 
people with a purpose in life. ‘Theyare 
members of the Fifth Avenue Baptist 
Church of New York, Their summer 
residence is at Cleveland, O. One of 
their daughters is the wife of Charles 
A. Strong, Professor of Psychology in 
Chicago University, and another has 
just married Harold F. McCormick, of 
Chicago, the son of the millionaire in- 
ventor of the McCormick reaper. Miss 
Alta Rockefeller is their remaining 
daughter, and their only son, John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., is a student at Brown 
University. 

Mr. Rockefeller’s gifts have been 
largely through the American Baptist 
Education Society. He gave the build- 
ing for the Spelman Institute (named 
after his wife) at Atlanta, Ga., a school 
for the instruction of negroes. He built 
the Rockefeller Hall for the Baptist 
Theological Seminary of Rochester, and 
his gifts to the University of Rochester 
it is said aggregated $100,000. He has 
also assisted from time to time Cook 
Academy at Havana, N. Y., Peddie 
Institute at Hightstown, N. J., and 
Vassar College, which are all under 
Baptist influence. His benevolences to 
other institutions have also been very 
large. 

Mr. Rockefeller’s first gift to the 
Chicago University was made_in 1889, 
during the Baptist Convention which 
was held in Tremont Temple, Boston, 
when he promised to give $600,000 on 
condition that $400,000 more should be’ 
raised. The sum was raised and the 
college authorities had the money in 
hand, when Marshal Field gave the lots 
for the building, and then Mr. Rocke- 
feller met Mr. Field’s friendly challenge 
with an additional $1,000,000. His 
contributions to this one institution to 
date have been as follows: 
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‘(bonds) 1,000,000 
(cash) 


150,000 





Total. 





